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What to Expect From Today

• More than just obituaries
• Obituary content
• Identifying the newspaper

– Title changes
• Finding an index 

– Print & online
• Search strategies



More Than Just Obituaries!
• Births
• Deaths
• Weddings
• Engagements
• Anniversaries
• Divorces
• Local news
• Advertisements
• Real estate transfers
• Probate notices
• Bankruptcies

• Graduations
• Awards
• Society news
• Gossip
• Clubs
• Fraternal organizations
• Visitors
• Reunions
• Local disasters
• Military & casualties
• Crimes





Information in an Obituary
• Birth date
• Place of birth
• Death date
• Place of death
• Cemetery
• Funeral home
• Spouse’s name
• Spouse’s birth date
• Spouse’s place of birth 
• Spouse’s place of death
• Photographs

• Marriage date
• Place of marriage
• Surviving family members 
• Number of children/g
• Maiden names
• Fraternal organizations
• Social clubs
• Military service
• Length of residence
• Business name
• ….





Finding a Newspaper

• Newspaper bibliographies
• Local public library

– Local index?
• Library of Michigan

– Newspapers
• Over 3,000 titles on microfilm
• Statewide collection
• Available to Michigan libraries

– Published indexes







































Michigan eLibrary (MeL)

• http://mel.org
• MeL “Best of the Web”

– Genealogy section
• Home access to HeritageQuest Online









































Obituary Strategies

• Identify likely city or town
• Identify newspapers published at time
• Search for an online index

– Local library or gene society
– Cyndi’s List, GenWeb, …

• Search for a published index
– Local library
– Library of Michigan

• Find who has the exact date and title you need
– Interlibrary loan?



Questions?

Library of Michigan
702 W. Kalamazoo
Lansing, MI 48909

(517) 373-1300
http://michigan.gov/familyhistory
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